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Later, with the sun down and the food eaten, Moby curled up at
Travis's feet. As he listened to the sound of the kids splashing
away in the spa, Travis felt a wave of satisfaction wash over him.
This was his favorite kind of ing, whiled away to the sound
of shared laughter and familiar banter. One minute Allison was
talking to Joe; the next minute she was chatting with Liz and
then Laird or Matt; and so on for everyone seated around the out-
door table. No pretenses, no attempts to impress, no one trying to
show anyone up. His life, he sometimes thought, resembled a
beer commercial, and for the most part, he was content simply to
ride the current of good feeling.
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Later, with the sun down and the food eaten, Moby curled up at
feet. As he listened to the sound of the kids splashing
the spa, Travis felt a wave of satisfaction wash over him.

This was his favorite kind of evening, whiled away to the sound

of shared laughter and familiar banter. One minute Allison was

talking to Joe; the next minute she was chatting with Liz and
then Laird or Matt; and so on for everyone seated around the out-
door table. No pretenses, no attempts to impress, no one trying to

show anyone up. His life, he sometimes thought, resembled a

beer commercial, and for the most part, he was content simply to ﬁl_]
ride the current of good feeling. >1< :t
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